til language* iu AusuaJi.ai utii vanities Jina Lretn iiu.li Jm ll n: 
lulijeci-namci. "Enwhslt', "Trench” "'German", etc-, ndrinally mew 
"English literature", 'Trench Liieiaiure". "German Liieiatuu , 
cLc. there ii language study, in tlie sense that iiuiknis uic reqU^ed 
u, learn ilic lang u age dial they are going to speak and 'viiost 
literature Urey are going to study, but the aims ol the courses are 
1101 normally linguistic, and the courses arc rarely the lunction 
ol an underlying linguistic theory* li is not my prcseiu pm [lose 
lo argue ihat this is wrong, but rather to draw attention to the 
apparent facts ant! to comiociU that the students understand wtmi 
n meant by ike mbjca-uameij, and estpect things to be -is they mu. 

| Ins orient anon ol the language subjects contains potential drill 
cutties lor the linguist. 11 he is serious about what lie is doing, 
he will inevitably (hid I timid! wsuiting to inuodute kinds q, 
language study dial are not iradilional in language department* 
in Australia, lo make matters worse, he is very frequently; someone 
who did not start oil as a Linguist, and tv ho ii officially suppo^d 
iu be someLliing else. He is likely, therefore, to be doing something 
unaccustomed, not only as far as the department is concerned) but 
also as far us Iris own li Ee nud career are concerned, in the absence 
of ally odier linguists in the immediate vicinity, this tan la: a 
lonely experience. 

If optional linguistics components oi courses are iimodured iri 
such a department, die number of takers will initially be small 
Tills tan mean a lower work-load lor the linguist than for hit v 
colleagues, in term* ot marking, interviewing, etc. (though not 
usually in number of k‘cunc-1 lours). 1 hey may (not unreasonably) 
feel some resentment about this, particularly il theii own loads 
are heavy, and a demand may develop to make the linguistic* 
strands compulsory, so as lo distribute the load liellei, h die 
demand succeeds, funlicr problems art immediately created, a» 
students become the unwilling red pi cuts ol someiiiing they dulm j 
join for. I 

Setting aside future acts ol God, which mighL strike up depit 
niems fully-formed out of nowhere, it seems likely lhai muny 
linguistics departments will struggle into the light because til »"Nil 
1 have already called guerrilla activities. It is highly likely tun 
depannenu that have this kind of birth will dilfer from oath ot a 
itccording lo their origins. In any mbjccL-nrea, a certain 
is normal: there will be some dcparimvnts llmi are <uk»*£ 
oriented towards theory, and others that arc more interest 
applications; some lhai follow one school of thought «H3 ^ 

that follow otliers. Hut lliere is probably an extra dimeter , 
diversity in linguistics because of its rro$i-disciplinary relauon. 
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juid jJiirticLklojrly because oi the difFctcnt direeuom Mom which 
tiepartnnrrits can come. And surely no one will regret i Sim 

NOTES 

1 I..S-A. If tt lie tin (Ujijiujslre Suciety of America.). No. October 1^, l*- N 

--LS-A. Unitrfin. No. Mi. March 1973. [>. 34 

1 II !> dime nil lo be ucfiaJo of C he fin:!* became hjinciboafca, .we nOl jlwjLyrt dsplfeEt 
abo m arrajificmcm^ For PhJ>*\ anti nhni because boodbooks for ;t previous year 
!l hifNouli Eo conn: acrow. Ncvtrthdsss, ] belEevs ihi 1 %liklcni^nt in ihc elxe h 
|gcuntfc. 

* Lhc-iLi detail* BFt lakcn from, lilt handbook- and calendurv of the relevant msher- 
iii-juAl ihc Lime of wmirtR, only ib-otc to r IS 73 Were aVttkllbte io mu. and i: 
COtJd be lhai there will be chunies Jn IM4 of which I mn unaware. 


some niouGii i s ok diipar j milk i al structure 

Miciiakl Cj.tne* 

M OST Australian imivtisiuc^ [possess—mu! |jtT|xruiaic—a mtiu> 

■ tun- with watertight departments. While coaperatioji exists 
between deportPieuis, and between individuals in departments, tile 
or^alitsatldnal [nunc work for it all appointments, courses* graduate 
supervision and rc-sc-arcli tends to presuppose in&ulari&cd depart- 
mm\i^ The unit system at a number of universities (e<g,, Macquarie, 
Mon;i-s1i) has made undergraduate courses more flexible, but units 
too Lie generally depart men tally-based. The maintenance of the 
[uusent departmental system has almost, become an eild in itsC“lt. 

I nidi cion ally Eltere are ^onie depariments which leach a cEis- 
d\Ahn —a set at principles or methods on a theoretical framewfirk 
{anti its application). e,g v Linguistics, Literature:, Sodotogy; and 
oti^ i s which aie multldisdpliJiaiy, e^g-j German. v\sia]] Studies, 
l .l iianutL, Medieval Studtes, in which several disciplines (such as 
Litig^isiks, Literature, Sociology, Visual Arts, Piiilosophy, Politics, 
Applied to a particular context (area, |>ennd or objective) are 
taught 1 1 is usually assumed—in university regulations for 
in M a ace—that each department represents one ‘'discipline”. Course 
wc|.uettccs are based on tliis assumption an<l any sequeaiccs that 
happen to be discij>line-oriented and cut across departmenLal 
wmidarter are treated as exceptions, One university recently found 
■i in Misery io pass- a special regulation deeming History and 
Ancient History (taught in different departments) one discipline 
U| k tor she purpose of one paragraph only! There are some di* 
npliiie^ ivJiir]^ sire taught in as many as eight department* in one 
iiikni/idiy, and some topics recur tn the courses of several depart- 
ytaenu, but lliere is little recognition of ihh fact, 

* AucHijuj troftt^r til tii-rmun. Mcma^h Unhcmity, 
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VESTES 


Being a linguist in a German Department,* I am very hitenjat&d 
in moit! open departmental structures, A training in linguistic 
gt in literary theory and criticism is transferable from one language 
10 another, and dais should be obvious from the degree awardem 
My discipline h the same as that of linguists in, say, the Japanese 
and Russian Departments as well as die Linguistics Department, 
Bui the MJitcvt which is the objective of my courses and of my 
research i share with my literary colleagues in die German Depart¬ 
ment* Being a Germain si and a linguist is therefore not mutually 
exclusive. 

During my recent sabbatical leave J visited several European 
and American universities which have adopted different depart, 
mental structures. Some West German universities (e.g., Stuttgari, 
Konstanz) have “dlsdpline-batsed" departments, I Jicy have, for 
instance, a Department of linguistics and a Department of Litera¬ 
ture, each with chairs of German, English and French. Then; h 
considerable co-operation between the two departments. In rntm 
states of West Germany, however, Staalsexamen- students hi 
"discipline 11 departments are still examined in the ' area' {v.g, 
German, noL Linguistics and Literature) as Staaisexamen subjects 
for prospective teachers have 10 correspond to school subjects and 
on graduation► teachers have to teach traditional subjects. 

Also—and this would be critical in Australia—die ptaokal 
language work would be either separated from both Linguistics 
and literature or split between them, (Practical language wo A 
in university foreign language courses is not taken very scriomh 
in most European universities as it is assumed that students "should 
know the language anyway'"*) At Essex, students of foreign liri M 
lures are not required to take the relevant language beyond JiihI 
year—not a very satisfactory situation. If practical language woil 
is relegated to a Language Centre, this ought to form some uni tv 
with the relevant literature, linguistics mid "civilisation 1 " seuiIlel 

In die languages and literatures lie Id, Weinrich and Isar drew 
up* in 1970, a model for a disdplinc-based school with appointment* 
in a number of constituent fields, 8 Tliis has been impleme^otl iti 
several newer universities, most faithfully at Bielefeld, which h'M 
a Faculty of Linguistics and Literatures with provision tar eight 
chairs of Linguistics and eight of Literature, Appointment* ^jj 
made according lo areas of specialisation, e,g., theoretical fi^guiitidj 
semantic, syntax, text theory,, literary theory, aesthetics, mi 1 thou 
of teaching literature* comparative literature. 

At Bremen, all students join a number of interdisciplinary pHW 
jetts in which they participate until graduation. These prop 11 
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com bine academic and vocational treatments ol the topic. There 
afe no subject* or units, only mtcidisciplmfiry groups working on 
particular projects. Good work is carried out very enthusiastically 
jn these projects, particularly as the topics are highly "relevant M , 
but students often lack basic background in the appropriate dis¬ 
cipline, This is not a major problem due to the very favourable 
ipdtstudcnt ratio at present, facilitating personal supervision- Bui 
Enll-daed German universities have very unfavourable stall-student 
ratios. It would, 1 fed, be preferable to mpimcnre the projects at 
3 later stage in the course but they are an idea wonh adopting as 
they give siudents (and staff) experience in interdisciplinary 
ten m work. 

I hr I i eve lU.w tj&sh ''discipline-based" and "context-based'' depart¬ 
ments have their place in the university but it must be recognised 
that they are differ cm kinds of departments, with natural overlap 
well beyond the intersection of disciplines, I was therefore very 
impressed by the system ol joint appointments operating in many 
U.S. universities. Stall is appointed according to qualifications and 
teat! ling and research interests. I I a at is, someone can work in a 
^discipline ' 1 and a “context'' department (e.g. German and General 
and Comparative Literature, French and Linguistics, Linguistics 
and African Studies) or in two closely related discipline* (e.g.* 
Psychology and Linguistics, Philosophy and Literature), Resources 
for gracluaxe supervision arc pooled, and appropriate courses at the 
graduate am! undergraduate levels are cross-listed by various depart- 
meats. Hus also benefits staff and students in border fields (e,g. 
vm Lolmguisties* media, urban studies). 

At most Australian universities, graduate supervision is depart- 
i lll's 11 ■. not interest-based, and postgraduates are not able lo take 
fullest advantage of the facilities available. In an JLF+T.S, sy$tem t 
graduates should be astignedj in the first place* to a supervisor who 
,,(* a specialist in the relevant field rather than to a department, 
ivhh pmvLion for joint supervision where necessary between 
experts in a discipline and in an area or a period, 

Jmtii applications, cioss-listings and less 'Insulated" departments 
i educe duplication in courses and pur facilities at the 
djspusid of as many people as possible. This will [ohici greater 
tcjtmvdrk. A good deal more team teaching and research could 
lake pLmc between faculties, especially between "purely academic" 
Mnd "vocational" faculties. since many disciplines are shared by 
Ktliese, In many rcsj>ects 1 am attracted by the concept of the 
which is becoming the general tertiary institution 
Germany. This comprises several tertiary bodies—e.g.* a 
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lunvcrsitjj ;iii institute ul (ethnology* a teachers and some mono 
faculty colleges—all within one admidifttrativc unit, either inte¬ 
grated os co-operating, scinch me* on the same campus. El 35 
proposed to restructure all existing tertiary institutions ultimately 
in West Germany m this way. 

The first step is lor us to recognise the present situation r tiul 
itulitiiLLOiiaiisc greater flexibility, II the changeover to a system 
making provision for departments with "general and compafitLive" 
interests and niu I ii disciplinary "Yon text" departments with 0,11am 
objectives is gradual, there should be no administrative “headaches'. 
In fact* they may help solve staffing problems. A relatively “under¬ 
worked" siaEl member in one department could offer an addition:^ 
course for students of an iinder&raffcd department. Each sUiif 
member could still l>e based in one department but hiictionally 
al located also to some other department. In any case, sonic courses 
would lx: common to both depstrnnems. 

It is gratifying to see tSsat Australia’s lwo newest Universities au- 
pbumlng along these lines, hut existing iiistiuuions would benefit 
from a similar structure. Though my remarks originate from 
languages and literatures fields, l feel they apply to many other 
disciplines. The increased "LToss-fcrii!isatsGiT p between languages 
and social sciences advocated by W* liosioek in his conuibutiun 
to this Symposium would also be served by implementing die alnivn 
siiggesdons. 

NOTES 

1 Lanjma&e dcpaU merits at Mantuh after studwUf lineiiuitc m well to liiL-raim?. 
m earns. For instance, tbe German Department rives course* ait German plLcmDlom 
syntax, scmunticSr historical lin^uEstics and sucioLniKuMito end Dan^uaifCi in coniacL 
There 15 Stoo a Linguistics Depart mem offering Renew! Singujsiicj cir.u-t- 

{pbrtialtifty, syntax, Semantics, hisloricaJ lAdGUUtic*, wcjofinjiiiisrics}, tingLiisdci uf 
English* -cEO- 

: Finn! tertiary exammailGn which is pn entrance examination for public service aad 
certain prufcSAfcoru (<:.&„ mcdkJne, Jaw. icactunjc) - 
1 See Liiwtaiut in Studium und Schule t Locauntr Kettaqiiium l <Ev. Aknduiirf), 
«L O* Sehwencke; Loccum, 1970: 

*The Boundary Around Ltin&ws*3> 
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When Federation representatives (Professor G. P. Wendell- 
Smith, President: Mr. \. W- Anderson, Vice-President; Mr, G. W V 
s.M,iils r Secretary, and Mr, F h C Byers, Gliairmaii of Salaries Com- 
mince) lase saw ihc Minister Ear Education, the Mon. K, E. 
IV.-arJey, m Parliament House, Canberra, on l^th February, 1974* 
lie optimist if that the pennaiicm Academic Salaries Tribunal 
WdtiI I be established and able to hear and determine die Federa¬ 
tion's ease for increased salaries before the end of the current 
financial year. 

Should there be any unreasonable delay in setting up the 
permanent Tribunal, he agreed to consider making academic 
gaJnn adjustments, on this occasion, by other means. 

I he \ustra3ian Cabinet tiubsecjuentTy approved of she establish¬ 
ment of an Academic Salaries ! nbtinal and the Minister issued on 
■Lh ^pril. W'k the following pressrelease: 

Rirtfieu* 4 fitch in dry for A cade m ic Sq hries 

I’Jir Minister br Education, Mr, Kirn Htazlty, Dimouncd lodtiy the Aus- 
nftlriui flnvcnovncnt would introduce tegispiiion 100n iu set up permanent 
rfwj.ii hi* tv iu review academic talari^ 

I Mr, D-pflzJry said the 1 Government >vr?u]el seek to extend the funclJom of 
iJvr: R-inuneralion Tribunal to cove? academic nlinu. 

-The Government hits dedded it iwuJd ht: appropriate to iftccrporale the 
(igTaloiirm to cEtnbliilt lb*: Tribunal within ihr framtwork of the Remuncrt- 
iEfiii TrUfBUjml Atl," Mr. Brozley said- 

W|iamtr [Jan wilt 1 ^ added to the Act providing for ihf* appoimititnl 
* l i'he Tribunal with lu&niottj' 

Ms Juitirt: tlimpbdJ frCMflfliftidid lait year when hr wa* reviewing 
l£:’i.|i nm xalarin that permanent review mnchinery stimild be set up, 

%U ^aid the Government would seek to extend the funcunn* of 

jpHsnhiei and cti]|rsos of advanced educntJon in the Territorial, 

I- noulil also mriMtimrnd to the Australian Government the rair of 
teitfunk siifnirs eo be talten into account ifl dctermluing levels of financial 
MiuliUii i to tertiary inMitLilions jn the Statei- 

Mt Qairlfiy i^id he favoured ihc res-iew of acadrntir inlertes OS SQOPI utS 

t'lJrtieahSt, 

Jlr. had already received reprise tilatiom from the Australian Vice- 
\hn \ Committee and Staff AxsocJatiotu. 

Hfc Br-azlty said rTiSHMsibslity for the proposed legbljitiofi would re*t 
TP ^ lp Special Minister of State* Mr. Lionel Bowrn, with whom he would 
■ -'■imaiing dearly. 











